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Jefferson Rotary Club

March 2010  Literacy Month

Program Information: March 1, 2010

Today: Birthday Auction, January through June

Mar. 8: “What’s New At ISU”, Dr. Gregory Geoffroy, ISU President
Mar. 15: “The Art of Photography”, Kim Christensen, Photographer
Mar. 22: “Health Insurance Reform”
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Welcome our Newest Member:
JoAnn Dominguez-Smith, Director, The Gardens Assisted Living

Literacy Month Kicks Off!!

Today is the first day of March, but it is also the beginning of
Literacy Month in the Rotary calendar. There is perhaps no
greater factor in causing perpetual poverty than illiteracy.
People who are illiterate not only are unable to read a book, but
they can’t read labels on food, follow a recipe, or even fill out a
loan or job application. They become disconnected from our
society, and this can lead to bigger problems with their health
and well being. Rotary has worked diligently for many years
to help make our world totally literate, but our work is never
done. Each year, there are new children born who need to be
taught to read so they can be productive citizens.

Our club has a long history of serving others through our efforts
in combating illiteracy. We have read in classes and at the
library, given out hundreds of books at our kindergarten clinic,
and teamed with District 6000 through the Reach Out and Read
campaign. We firmly believe that literacy is the great equalizer
in the world today. A person who can read is ready to do their
part in our world. The question is, though, what other things
can we do to help in the battle? Let’s explore that this month!

Conferences Coming Up!

There are a few conferences coming up that are a great way to
connect with Rotarians from around the state and world. This
year’s District Assembly is March 27 in Ankeny, and it is a time
when District 6000 sets its agenda for the next Rotary year. You
won’t want to miss the District Conference in Burlington April
23-25. This promises to be a great conference in a fantastic
resort. Finally RI Convention in Montreal is fast approaching.
Early registration discounts end on March 31!!!



